1.
Title is defined to be the portion of that precedes any first occurrence of a character "?" or ":". (Portions of paper titles that succeed these characters are often, in effect, "subtitles" with a higher tendency to change between successive versions of a paper.) 2. Titles and are defined by converting titles and respectively to lowercase.
3. Titles and are defined by the following, ordered transformations from titles and respectively. (These transformations eliminate common differences between British, American and other conventions of spelling and transliteration.) (a) Every string "ence" is replaced with "ense".
(b) Every string "ae" and "oe" is deleted.
(c) Every character "u" and "e" is deleted.
(d) Every string "ll" is replaced with "l".
(e) Every character "z" is replaced with "s".
(f) Every character that is not either a digit (ASCII characters 48 to 57) or a lowercase letter (ASCII characters 97 to 122) is deleted.
4. Title is partitioned into a set of substrings, ≡ { ₁, ₂, … , } such that ₁ is the first five characters in , ₂ the next five characters in , and so forth. (So substrings ₁ to will each have five characters and substring will have between one and five characters.) We record, as the variable , the number of elements in that are substrings in .
5. If ( / ) is strictly greater than 0.5 then we let ( ₀, ₀) = 1, otherwise we let ( ₀, ₀) = 0.
The choices of five-character substrings (in step 4) and of a 0.5 acceptance threshold (in step 5) were determined by informal experimentation. A research assistant partitioned, by subjective judgement, a sampled set of 900 Google Scholar matches into subsets ₁ ("more than 90 percent likely to be a correct match"), ₂ ("less than 10 percent likely to be a correct match") and ₃ ≡ ∖ ( ₁ ∪ ₂). Then, using ₁ ≡ {( ₀, ₀) ∈ : ( ₀, ₀) = 1} and ₂ ≡ ∖ ₁, we chose a substring length and round-number acceptance threshold to minimise
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Google Notes: Observations are at the article level. "1 year after" refers to 15 months after the 2012 conference dates. "2 years after" refers to 27 months after the 2012 conference dates. "3 years after" refers to 39 months after the 2012 conference dates. Each entry represents an estimate for the 2012 APSA coefficient from a separate regression. All regressions include controls for an indicator for whether the paper is in an APSA meeting, conference-year dummies and an APSA specific year trend, covariates for the number of authors in the paper, the total number of publications by the article authors multiplied by the average journal impact factor, an indicator for whether any author had a previous paper posted in SSRN, and affiliation dummies (using the highest ranking affiliation among the article authors). The estimates in columns 1-3 use data from the main article sample (with 20% of the MPSA papers). The estimates in column 4 use data from the full article sample (with all of the MPSA papers). Robust standard errors are in brackets. *** Significant at the 1% level, ** Significant at the 5% level, * Significant at the 10% level. 
Effects of Conferences on Articles' Visibility: SSRN Outcomes (winsorizing and with varying outlier cutoffs)
Notes: Observations are at the article level, and outcomes are recorded "3 years after" the 2012 conference dates. All regressions include controls for an indicator for whether the paper is in an APSA meeting, conference-year dummies and an APSA specific year trend, covariates for the number of authors in the paper, the total number of publications by the article authors multiplied by the average journal impact factor, an indicator for whether any author had a previous paper posted in SSRN, and affiliation dummies (using the highest ranking affiliation among the article authors). Robust standard errors are in brackets. *** Significant at the 1% level, ** Significant at the 5% level, * Significant at the 10% level. Table A7 Notes: Observations are at the article level, and outcomes are recorded "3 years after" the 2012 conference dates. Columns 1 and 2 use the full article sample (with all of the MPSA papers), but exclude papers that accumulated more than 500 downloads. Column 3 uses the corresponding matched sample (explained in Section 3.2.3 and described in Table A2 ). Each entry in columns 1, 2 and 3 represents an estimate for the 2012 APSA coefficient from a separate regression.All regressions include controls for an indicator for whether the paper is in an APSA meeting, conference-year dummies and an APSA specific year trend. Regressions in columns 2 and 3, also include covariates for the number of authors in the paper, the total number of publications by the article authors multiplied by the average journal impact factor, an indicator for whether any author had a previous paper posted in SSRN, and affiliation dummies (using the highest ranking affiliation among the article authors). Robust standard errors are in brackets. *** Significant at the 1% level, ** Significant at the 5% level, * Significant at the 10% level. Notes: Outcomes are recorded "4 years after" the 2012 conference dates, and consider the first 3 Google Scholar hits. Each entry represents an estimate for the 2012 APSA meeting coefficient from a separate regression, using the main article sample. Observations are at the article-author level in rows 3 and 6, and at the article level in the remaining rows. All regressions include controls for an indicator for whether the paper is in an APSA meeting, conference-year dummies and an APSA specific year trend. Article covariates include the number of authors in the paper, the total number of publications by the article authors multiplied by the average journal impact factor, and an indicator for whether any author had a previous paper posted in SSRN. The matched sample is explained in Section 3.2.3 and described in Table A2 . Robust standard errors are in brackets. *** Significant at the 1% level, ** Significant at the 5% level, * Significant at the 10% level. 
Effects of Conferences on Articles' Visibility: SSRN Outcomes -Poisson Model
